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always appeared in public in "the colour of the true",
even to his neckerchief and stockings. His associates seem
to have been a motley crowd. An acquaintance with
Home Tooke began with a quarrel, Tooke suddenly
breaking into a violent attack upon him; another of his
boon companions was Colonel Despard, afterwards
executed for high treason. He began to take an active
share in the Irish politics of the day and spent much of his
time with his "beloved friend" Lord Edward Fitzgerald,
the elder Emmet, Curran, George Ponsonby and other
kindred spirits. In 1797 he was elected to the Executive
Committee of the United Irish Society, and he helped to
prepare a petition from Kildare against the Union and
presided at a meeting in connection with it which had
been forbidden by Government. He also went on a deputa-
tion to his friends Grattan, Curran and George Ponsonby
to beg them to "discontinue the mischievous mockery of
attending Parliament."
These proceedings infuriated his father, who insisted upon
his return to London and his studies. He then became an
active agent of the Society of United Irishmen in England.
On the 7th May 1798 he was arrested and the Irish
Rebellion took place without him. He was brought before
the Privy Council, who leniently regarded his activities
in the light of the foolish proceedings of a conceited boy,
and considering that his conduct had been indiscreet rather
than treasonable, told him that his father was very angry
with him and let him go. Lord Cloncurry had by this
time taken an intense dislike to his son and had forbidden
him to return to Ireland. He remained in London, where
he was again arrested, under the authority of the Habeas
Corpus Suspension Act, on "suspicion of treasonable
practices" and after another interview with the Privy
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